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"To the EARL of MORNINGTON.

"Madras, %9th October, 1798,
" My dear Lord,,

"Your kind favour of the I8th ultimo
would have been acknowledged the moment it
was received, if I had only attended to the grateful
feeling's it occasioned; but convinced as I am
how precious every moment of your Lordship's
time is to the public, I should not even now have
interrupted you, if the great and important news
from Hyderabad did not compel me to congratu-
late you on it. Never was any event more com-
pletely the work of an individual, than that has
been your Lordship's, and much am I flattered
that you should think the part you consigned to
me was performed with zeal and alacrity, which
it certainly was, and will ever continue to be,
while executing orders so pleasantly and clearly
detailed.

" It is a grand stroke, and I think will ensure
all the rest of your excellent plan in the same
bloodless style. We are going on with even, in-
creased vigour for this fillip. The second ten-gun
battery sets off this clay for Vellore, and as the
monsoon still holds off, I am in hopes they will
get there without being stopped by it. Lord
Clive is very zealous, and only wants to know
your Lordship's wishes to have them executed.